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ooo. Phere follows a brief description of the NSC system and 
... the Department's role in it. This description is in the 

- main an abbreviated version of a paper on the subject 
-.j2 > (attached) that is incorporated in a 1975 Department hand- _ 

. book. a eee - a ee ae RA a ; 


ari.s¥ . °°" The Council is chaired by the President with the Vice 

', 1° President and Secretaries of State and Defense as the other 
‘members. he Chairman of the JCS and the DCI regularly 

» attend. The Assistant to the ‘President for National — 
Security Affairs is the chief supervisory officer of the 

NSC system and staff, and attends meetings as Assistant to 
the President. State is represented by the Deputy Secretary. 
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vost. Six Interdepartmental Groups (IGs) at the Assistant 
“"" -Seeretary level, chaired by State, draft the basic papers, 
‘ usually in-response to National Security Study Memoranda 
(NSSHs) which form the basis of NSC consideration of an 
/ dssue. .The work of these IGs is reviewed by four Review 
~. Groups, chaired by the Assistant to the President for 
o National Security Affairs, and manned at the Deputy or 
‘Under Secretary level. These are: 
~.  ==Benior Review Group (SRG). Concerned primarily 
"with policy-oriented issues, the SRG was established by 
~ NSDM 85, September 14, 1970. ‘The Assistant to the President 
_:.for National Security Affairs chairs the group, whose othe . 
a _; members are the Deputy Secretaries of State and of Defense; 
ce... the Chairman of the JCS, and the DCI. The SRG role is to 
Bs assure that issues are Sharply defined, relevant factors 
‘ considered, and realistic alternatives advanced. The SRG 
2 “may refer papers reviewed by it to the NSC, to the President, 
1... '-Ox return them to the originating body. for revision. 


oe ak ~-Verification Panel (VP). This Panel is the senior 
‘- «. group, short of the NSC itself, charged with considering i 
_.. and recommending policy alternatives on disarmament questions. 
"fhe original Committee, from which the Panel is lineally 
descended, was established by White House Directive of 
<; July 21, 1969. Under the Chairmanship of the Assistant. to” 
the President for National Security Affairs, the Panel plays 
an active role in the preparation of positions and resolution 
oe of policy issues relating to arms control negotiations. The 
“+ Panel commissions studies, reviews policy issues and dis- ' 
- .«, Gusses guidance to negotiators for SALT, MBFR, and the test 
“ban. Its Working Groups develop the analysis and issues 


iis :APBIAMeARSY BebARe RO TNELA, CIR RDFa fuebER GUO Sobeth in State 


alee 


Bureau oO atico~Military Affairs 


SECRE@ 


or 


: - ee ‘ fe : : ne ° ‘ i | Moot, “4 es * 
Sire te Aporoved For Relegge. 2001/08/14 : CIA-RDP84B00506R000190130028 cee 
my *. i ss << a ", 4 s yar i ae “i : . : j : = Es 2 ae 7 a uns . ers me ae tie a on ! nas < ee . ee ite. 


Cet eer etiniemtwentnaed 


ae 2 = 


ine oe a 
oi in conjunction with INR, the Policy Planning Staff, and 
othe European Bureau. Backstopping committees chaired by 
~o*+ ACDA coordinate the day-to-day instructions to our SALT, 
vy» MBFR, and test ban delegations, eae 


. o » Sepeeenne Program Review Committee. This Committee, 
whose State representative is. the Deputy Secretary, is not ; 


oo “S~Intelligence Committee. A separate paper on the 


“” Intelligence Committee has been forwarded, 


ioe + ghere! gee in addition two groups which operate within 
: the framework of established policy. These are: 


*'=-Washington Special Actions Group (WSAG). An 


outgrowth of the Interdepartmental Coordinating Committee 
“x ON Korea, the WSAG was:-created by White House directive 


ee of May 16,.1969 to consider policies and plans during 


‘particular crises, It is chaired by the Assistant to the 
“i President for National Security Affairs. Its other members 
2° bas are the Chairman of the JCS, the DCI, the Deputy Secretary 


“i. 0f Defense, and the under Secretary of State for 


: . committee at a level higher than the IGs, is chaired by e 
«the Deputy Secretary of State; other regular members are 


“Political Affairs. Iiaplementation of WSAG decisions are 


Ordinarily conducted through the interagency Crisis Task 


Dou" Forces prescribed by the Under Secretaries Committee, 


“=-Under Secretaries Committee (USC). ‘The USC, a 


i-¢ the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, 
“. the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the Chairman of. the JCS 


a and the DCI. The USC is charged with preparing studies, 
.° with recommendations Or options, for the President, and 
> with monitoring the implémentation of certain foreign policy 


Sek decisions. Responsibility for preparing USC reports is 


‘normally assigned to an appropriate Bureau of the Department 


of State, which in turn establishes an interagency working 


“8. Group. The USC is an arm of the NSC, not the Department of 
ost State. a coe oo oot gee So eee a a 
oe i8 ee | eae “ : | : | a os 2 
Attachment: | ot Cee ee as 
“"=- Paper on NSC system. ar eee 


a 


eee Approved For Release 2001/08/14 gaia pPe4B00506R000100130028-1. | 


: sili . 4? ne ee : 8 a a 
“ .- ve egy a E a : 4 


